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The Emperor Bahadur Shah (Shah Alain) died on Feb 27,1712. He
was survived by four sons, namely, Jahander Shah, Azimush Shan, Rafiush
Shah and Jahan Shah. There was little hope of a peaceful solution to the
problem of succession to the Mughal throne. Jahander Shah, Rafiush Shan
and Jahan Shah were in an agreement and united to defeat Azimush Shan, the
favourite son of the Emperor deceased, who was then the Viceroy of Bengal
and Bihar. They were successful in defeating Azimush Shan, but, they
quarelled with one another and Jahander Shah emerged Victorious after
Rafiush Shan and Jahander Shah were killed. Jahander Shah proclaimed
himself the Emperor on March 29,1712, but, his accession to the throne was
protested by Farukh Siyar, the second son of Aziraush Shan, who had already
arrived at Patna with a considerable force. Since most of the Court Nobles
were not happy with the irresponsible and indecent behaviour of the new
Emperor, Jahander Shah, they deserted him one after the other and joined
Farukh Siyar. Farukh Siyar defeated Jahander Shah in the Battle of Agra, on
Jan 10, 1713 and became Emperor with the help of Syed brothers. In the
following years, Syed brothers played a dominant role at the Centre as King-
makers which caused further deterioration of Mughal power.113

7. THE GENISIS OF POLITICAL RELATIONS BETWEEN
THE ZAMINDARS OF NORTHERN SARKARS AND
THE ENGLISH

As the central government had become weak, the local Zamindars,
Amildars and Nawabs ascertained their power. The English began to win the
favour of the Zamindars by cultivating intimate friendship with them and
pleasing them with costly gifts consisting of *rareties* from Europe, Persia
and China. The Chief of Vizagapatam informed the Council at Fort. St
George. onNov 17,1712, that he had been obliged to present "Ananterauze'
(Anand Razu of Vizianagaram) and eventually to 'some' other Rajahs to the
tune of 170 Pagodas." 114

Since the fall of Qutb-shahis of Golkonda, the Hindu Zamindars were
not co-operative with the Muslim Amildars appointed by the Mughal
Government The weakness of the centre and the advantages of their
geographical position encouraged them to create troubles for the Central
Government. The tension between the Muslim administrators and the Rajahs
had mounted up by 1713 at a place very close to Vizagapatam. This situation
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